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To: BoQ Mayor – Cr. Ross Ebbels;
BoQ Councillors - Cr. Fleur Hewitt, Cr. Susan Salter, Cr. Donnie Grigau, Cr. Michael Grout.

CC. Mr. Martin Gill - CEO BoQ;
CC. Johann Rajaratnam - General Manager Planning & Infrastructure;

Dear Mayor, Councillors, & Officers;

BOROUGH  OF  QUEENSCLIFFE  DRAFT  MARINE  AND  COASTAL  MANAGEMENT  PLAN
SUBMISSION

In response to Council’s  invitation to make comment on the second stage of consultation for the Draft
Coastal and Marine Management Plan (CMMP) the Association is pleased to provide the following:

Point Lonsdale accounts for 3 or possibly 4 of the 10 individual coastal precincts identified by Council
Officers in the draft CMMP. Our submission mainly concentrates on Point Lonsdale precincts,  however
there is also some overlap with nominated Queenscliff areas.

As indicated in our original CMMP submission the Association believes Point Lonsdale’s coastal values
include:

 Front beach near the main street and a popular surf beach along the back beach largely used for
swimming and surfing, these areas have strong tourist appeal.

 Large expanses of important foreshore woodland extending from Bunny Wood to Buckley Park. 

 Rip View Car Park allows spectacular views of Port Phillip Heads and ship watching.

 Heritage listed Point Lonsdale Maritime and Defence Precinct including the Lonsdale Lighthouse,
various coastal WW1and 2 military installations and stunning coastal views. 

 Point Lonsdale Pier and sandstone cliffs.
 Lake Victoria and wetlands to the west of the township.
 Lonsdale Wall and shipwrecks (popular with divers).
 Extensive military and maritime installations around the Rip area.
 Pockets of rare/threatened significant flora in dune eco-systems around Point Lonsdale.
 Untouched tertiary dune systems in coastal Point Lonsdale.
 Iconic Pier Structure near Port Phillip Heads and Marine National Park.

Many of  the listed actions including:  climate change measures,  flora and fauna assessments,  vegetation
management  plans,  improved  foreshore  access,  better  stormwater  management  and  recognition  of
Wadawurrung cultural heritage are welcome and supported by the Association. However, much of the focus
is on further developing the coastal strip, particularly in Precincts 3 and 5. At a time of growing population
pressure, our precious coastal reserves, parklands and open spaces will  become increasingly required for
public use and recreation. Going forward the principle focus of the CMMP should be on conservation and
preserving the coastal spaces for all Victorians rather than sectional uses and more development. 

http://www.plca.org.au/
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Details  of  Council’s  Tourist  Parks  Management  Review  recommendations,  which  apparently  involve
millions of dollars in projected spending on coastal reserves are not shown on the plan. It’s difficult to see
the  big  picture  for  our  coastal  parks  and  reserves  if  all  these  details  are  not  known.  The  Association
understands Council has the consultant’s report which will be released sometime in February. Also unseen is
a  borough-wide  Pathways  Audit  consultancy,  which  we  understand  has  been  completed.  An  Active
Transport Plan is also being developed by Queenscliffe Council and will form part of the CMMP. It would
also  be  advantageous  if  the  recently  completed  Cultural  Management  Plan  for  the  Point  Lonsdale
Maritime and Defence Precinct, funded from the remaining $400,000 RDV grant, was made available to
the local community. Details of the plan for the Skate Park upgrade and proposed new Bike Park would
also be useful for local residents along with the relocation options for the CFA Fire Services building.

Council have only focused on areas over which they have Committee of Management control resulting in
gaps in the 17 kilometres of coastline where other government agencies have management control. However,
with the exception of Commonwealth owned areas (Fort and Swan Island), Queenscliffe Council remains the
planning authority over the coastal areas.  Given the CMMP is likely to be a long-term reference document
to guide planning on our coast (the current Queenscliffe Coastal Action Plan lasted for16 years i.e. 4x4 year
Council terms) it would be better to know if the other land managers have future plans for their areas which
include Queenscliff Harbour and Ferry Terminal - the latter of which seems to be changing almost daily.
Other examples include the future of Sand Island a large part of which is zoned/designated for future harbour
development despite being a conservation area. Large areas of Swan Bay coastline, essentially from the
Queenscliff/Lonsdale Yacht Club to Burnt Point are not mentioned in the plan despite plans for adjoining
residential development, Murray Road bike track, Lakers Cutting now receiving and supplying water for
Moremac’s canal development, pending RAMSAR listing and upcoming sale of some Burnt Point land and
waters. The Association believes, and strongly advocates that this area needs its own precinct.

Also missing from the draft  CMMP are future plans/actions for Council’s  significant  parcels  of  coastal
freehold land including Ganes Reserve and Murray Road properties – we note Council’s YMCA freehold
land  is  included.  Ganes  Reserve,  in  south  Point  Lonsdale  needs  a  management  plan  including  some
upgrading, flood mitigation and replanting following recent storm damage.  Council’s Murray Road land
(some  5  hectares)  despite  having  vegetation  overlays  and  planning  controls,  still  requires  a  forward
management  plan  especially  given  its:  prominence  at  the  gateway to  the  Borough,  possible  RAMSAR
expansion in 2022 of the adjoining waterways (Lakers Cutting and Lake Victoria further upstream) and salt
marsh areas. 

Consideration should be given to  nominating both of  these Council  owned land areas  under  a  separate
precinct.

For some precincts Community Aspirations appear to be strongly reflected in Council’s proposed actions, for
example Precinct 2 (Point Lonsdale Maritime and Defence Precinct),  Precinct  8 (Shortland’s Bluff)  and
Precinct 10 (Queenscliff Boat Ramp). However, in a number of other Precincts such as Precinct 3 (Royal
Park), Precinct 4 (Skate Park and Lonsdale Bight beach/foreshore) and Precinct 5 (Queenscliff foreshores
and parklands) the Community Aspirations listed from previous consultation do not appear to be strongly
aligned with Council’s proposed actions. Indeed in Precinct 6 (former Queenscliff High School Site) there
are no Community Aspirations listed, which seems remarkable given the recent furore over a proposed bike
park  on  the  site.  As  previously  indicated  our  Association  strongly  supports  the  retention  of  this
important open space site for all to enjoy. Much of the upper high value land on this former high
school site has already been sold off by State Government(s) for high end housing – the remaining
sloping and lower level land should be reserved as parkland and available for all to use.

Some of the actions listed are vague and lacking detail making specific comment difficult for those that do
not know about future plans for these precincts. This type of vagueness and ambiguity has been a feature of
previous Council inspired plans for our municipality where unpopular details emerge much later following
rushed endorsement of strategic documents. Recent examples include the Council plans for the Lighthouse
Reserves, Destination Queenscliff and Queenscliff Fort.



During the recent storm some 100 trees were lost and some 500 damaged – this points to a need for a
borough-wide replanting program. This needs to be included in the plan. 

No zonings are shown – The preamble on page 10 of 39 talks about Land Use Zones and Overlays and their
importance but these do not form part of the precinct plans. Planning controls over the various areas of our
coastline are very important safeguards – for example Royal Park in Precinct 3 is zoned for conservation
(PCRZ) yet has extensive development plans. Parts of Golightly Park are also zoned for residential making
them attractive for sale by Council.

There appears to be very little in the draft CMMP about the marine component despite the fact that we have
the Port Phillip Marine National Park located adjacent to Point Lonsdale and Swan Bay RAMSAR reserve –
given the pristine nature of the waterways surrounding the Borough they should in our view have the same
PCRZ (Conservation) zoning.  

All Precincts Actions

Action:
 
1. Undertake an assessment of assets to determine those that are ‘at risk’ of damage or permanent loss and
investigate potential engineering, environmental and legislative options to mitigate the cumulative impacts of
climate change. 

2. Create a pathway strategy/active transport strategy:

    • Linking all tourism and heritage sites within the Borough 
    • Specifying a hierarchy for paths 
    • That provides a design standard based on hierarchy 

3. Develop a fencing plan that:

    • Audits fencing types within crown land being managed by Council 
    • Develop design standards for fencing 



    • Ensure replacement fencing takes into consideration design standards 

4. Beach Access:

    • Audit beach accesses managed by Council. 
    • Develop design standards for beach accesses 
    • Ensure replacement beach accesses take into consideration design standards 

5. Foreshore furniture 

    • Develop design standards for all street furniture along the foreshore 

6. Signage

    • Audits all signs within the foreshore area 
    • Nominate and document a management authority for identified signage 
    • Retire signs that are no longer required and not serviceable 

7. Develop a signage strategy that:

    • Clearly identifies tourism assets and infrastructure 
    • Acknowledges Wadawurrung cultural heritage in consultation with the Wadawurrung
    • Promotes walking 
    • Is consistent with, and implements, any Active Transport Strategy related signage actions developed by
the Borough of Queenscliffe 

8. Develop an action plan in relation to the restoration and/or demolition of the gun emplacements found
throughout the Borough 

9.  Advocate  for  clarification,  consolidation  and  realignment  of  Crown  allotment  boundaries  to  reflect
existing conditions and management responsibilities. 

10. Prepare an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Values Assessment for all marine and coastal Crown land 

11. Prepare an infrastructure audit and asset management strategy specific to physical assets located within
marine and coastal Crown land 

12. Undertake flora and fauna assessments and prepare associated management plans for each precinct 

13. Develop a weed management strategy which includes direction to manage weeds at stormwater outfall
locations 

14. Continue to work with State and other agencies to explore options for mitigating risks to coastal Crown
land associated with climate change 

15. Undertake an audit of visitor numbers within the Borough 

16. Develop a storm water management plan within the Borough to establish best practice solutions for
discharge of water into Port Phillip Bay 

PLCA Comment 

The Association is generally supportive of the proposed actions listed below including coastal challenges
associated with climate change.



The Point Lonsdale Maritime and Defence Precinct (former Point Lonsdale Lighthouse Reserve) project
needs to be completed in line with the Heritage Victoria listing.

With at least 4 new council buildings planned around our coast– including 2 new toilets/ablution block,
storage  shed  and  football  change  rooms  in  Royal  Park  perhaps  some  standardised  building  design
sympathetic to the Borough’s heritage might also be included in the actions along side standard fencing and
signage. 

In respect of Item 2 the Association believes it is important that the community sees the Pathway Strategy
and Active Transport Strategy linking all tourism and heritage sites within the Borough before endorsing
these items. The Association understands the pathway consultancy has been completed but not released.

The Association is not in favour of the demolition of the gun emplacements indicated in Action item 8. This
should be deleted from the planned action. These former military installations are part of Point Lonsdale’s
rich history and as such should be retained and improved.

Action Items 1 and 14 deal exclusively with climate change and therefore should grouped together.

Precinct 1 

Description of the precinct: 

Precinct 1 is defined by a heavily vegetated series of dunes providing a formidable boundary between the
urban development of Point Lonsdale and the wildness of Bass Strait. The precinct encompasses an area of
approximately  16 hectares  with Fellows  Road marking the  western  boundary  of  the  precinct  and  Point
Lonsdale Road the east. 
Informal and formal beach access points are available between Ocean Road and the beach, which is popular
year round with residents and tourists. There are also remnants of gun and searchlight emplacements that
stand as a testament to the importance of the area in the military and maritime history of Victoria. 
The Point Lonsdale Surf Lifesaving Club (PLSLC) has a beach base located in Precinct 1, sited in the margin
between the toe of the dunes and the water. The poor structural integrity of the building has resulted in it



being abandoned for safety reasons. The PLSLC is keen to rebuild to ensure that they can safely continue
their work in protecting beach users. 

The precinct is a known nesting habitat for Hooded Plovers. 

Action 

    1 Identify all paths and entrances within the precinct and ensure: 

 Informal pathways and entrances are removed or remediated 
 Formal paths are inspected and maintained regularly 
 Unused infrastructure is removed and remediated. 

    2 Assist in the refurbishment of the beach base in collaboration with the Point Lonsdale Surf Lifesaving
Club, DELWP and Surf Lifesaving Victoria, having regard to all  relevant legislation and the Siting and
Design Guidelines for Structures on the Victorian Coast (DELWP, May 2020) 

Community Aspirations 

Respondents to the CMMP Stage 1 consultation saw the Point Lonsdale Back Beach as a primarily natural
space but with a focus on exercise and recreation. Many respondents also saw the value of this beach as a
draw card for visitors and groups to spend time together. 

The community responded to questions about how Precinct 1 could be made even better with the following
aspirations: 

 Limiting access to the dunes to reduce erosion and protect habitats for flora and fauna 
 Wildfire fuel reduction through removal of exotic weed species and replanting of indigenous ‘fire

tolerant’ species 
 Protect vegetation by closing the dunes to the public and only allowing beach access via defined

tracks 

PLCA Comment

1. Develop a Flora and Fauna Assessment for the Coastal Strip, which includes
    removal of noxious pest plants and an indigenous replanting program.

2. Extend the existing scenic coastal path from the Point Lonsdale Lighthouse to Winterley Road 
    ridgeline (site of large gun emplacement). 

3. Include a management plan for Ganes Reserve and consider as a separate precinct.

Precinct 2 



Description of the precinct: 

The boundary of Precinct 2 aligns with the Heritage Victoria listed Point Lonsdale Defence and Maritime
Precinct. The precinct is an area of approximately 10 hectares bounded by Ocean Road to the north, Port
Phillip Bay to the east and Bass Strait to the south. 
The precinct contains the Point Lonsdale lighthouse which marks the landmass on the western side of the
entrance to Port Phillip Bay. A dune complex wraps around the southern and eastern side of the precinct
which  contains  significant  areas  of  remnant  indigenous  vegetation.  The  precinct  also  contains  historic
buildings and remain as a reminder of the strategic importance of the precinct to the establishment and
defence of the colony of Victoria. 

Action 

1.  Conserve  the  P1  huts  on  site  in  accordance  with  advice  from Heritage  Victoria  and  other  relevant
authorities 

2. Develop a signage plan for the reserve to achieve signage that:

 Has regard to any signage strategy developed by the Borough 
 Has regard to signage installed at Point Nepean 

3. Celebrate the traditional owner values and fabric on the site in consultation with Wadawurrung. 

4. Develop a pathway plan that is consistent with any pathway plan developed by the Borough. 

5. Prepare a cultural values assessment for the Point Lonsdale Defence and Maritime Precinct 

6. Replace the existing public toilet located in the precinct with a new facility. 

7. Develop a conservation management plan for the precinct 

Community Aspirations 

The striking natural features of the lighthouse and its surrounding area rated highly for respondents to the
CMMP Stage 1 consultation, who also saw these features as a drawcard for tourists and visitors. 



The community responded to questions about how Precinct 2 could be made even better with the following
aspirations: 
    • New, cleaner toilets 
    • Restoration of vegetation 
    • Recognition of cultural and historic significance 
  •  Wildfire  fuel  reduction  through removal  of  exotic  weed species  and replanting  of  indigenous  ‘fire
tolerant’ species 
    • Protection from vandalism 

PLCA Comment

1. Expand the recently completed Conservation Management Plan to include the entire area designated by
Heritage Victoria.

2. With the exception of the pathway to the Lighthouse implement the Tract Landscape Plan previously
initiated and agreed to by Queenscliffe Council.

3.  Rehabilitate  “Frogs  Hollow” water  hole  to  its  original  condition  by  removing overgrown vegetation
including heavy blackberry infestation.

4. As above in Precinct 1 extend the existing scenic coastal walking track to the Winterley Road alignment.

5.  Replace Action item 1 with “Conserve the P1 Huts  and other  historic buildings/structures  on site  in
accordance with advice from Heritage Victoria and other relevant authorities”
6. Replace Action item 6 with “Replace the existing public toilet located in the precinct with a new facility
designed to be sympathetic with heritage buildings on site”.
 
Precinct 3



Description of the precinct: 

Precinct 3 covers an area of approximately 10.5 hectares which runs north-south between the intersection of
Point Lonsdale Road and Ocean Road in the south and Point Lonsdale Primary School in the north. 

The precinct contains two of the caravan and camping parks that the Borough of Queenscliffe manages –
Royal Park and Golightly. The Point Lonsdale Bowling Club is also within the precinct, perched on the cliff
top above the waters of Port Phillip Bay with access via Point Lonsdale Road. 

It can be argued that the key focal point of Precinct 3 is the Point Lonsdale front beach. The beach is a hub
for residents and visitors that combines the retail and commercial centre of Point Lonsdale with easy access
to the beach, promenade and playground facilities. 

It is a popular area for BBQ’s and picnics and is linked from the Point Lonsdale lighthouse to the township
of Queenscliff by a path that extends along the cliff tops and down to sea level between the dunes and the
waters of Port Phillip Bay. The Rip View car park is a popular location for viewing ships entering and
leaving Port Phillip Bay. 

Action

1. Develop a master plan for the precinct with a view to:

    • Consolidating street furniture and signage design in accordance with any relevant design guidelines as
outlined in the ‘all precincts’ section of this plan 
    • Enhancing landscaping 
    • Framing and capturing views from the site towards the water 

2. Review the existing Master Plan for Royal Park having regard to:

    • The need for a new changing room and viewing facilities 
    • New fencing and lighting around the oval 
    • The relocation of the Marconi memorial 
    • Safe access to and from the caravan park 

3. Undertake an assessment of current leasing and licensing of caravan park users to determine compliance
with the Leasing policy for Victorian Crown Land (2018) 

4.  Continue  education  programs on  protection  of  protected  remnant  indigenous  vegetation  (specifically
orchids) 

5. Prepare a vegetation management plan for the precinct 

Community Aspirations 

Respondents to the CMMP Stage 1 consultation saw the Point Lonsdale Foreshore as one of the most family-
friendly areas of the Borough’s coastline, rating highly as a space for children, visitors and residents to
socialise and spend time together. While natural features rated highly on all beaches within the Borough of
Queenscliffe they were less prioritised in this area compared to other precincts. 
The community responded to questions about how Precinct 3 could be made even better with the following
aspirations: 

    • Protection of the remnant Moonah Woodlands 
    • Better maintenance of the Promenade to ensure uninterrupted public access 



    • Removal of exotic weed species and planting of indigenous vegetation 
    • Protection and conservation of the beachfront 

PLCA Comment

Before adopting the Action items 2 and 3 above for Royal and Golightly Caravan Parks consider the 
findings and final recommendations from the yet unreleased Tourist Parks Management Review. 
It seems premature to ask for comment without seeing Council’s consultant’s report and consider 
community and stakeholder feedback.

Any buildings that go into Royal Park should first of all include an assessment of the needs of the broader
population and potential user groups and consider DELWP requirements.

It’s important that before any action is taken under item 3 that annual tenants of Golightly Park are 
fully consulted and agree to changes. 

Following recent storm damage implement a tree and vegetation replanting program.

Plan should consider maximizing open space for public use and the adoption of guiding principles 
developed by DELWP before further development of the foreshore.

Would not like to see Royal Park – which is zoned for Conservation - become a second Queenscliff 
Reserve which now has a commercial and sporting focus and has many buildings, hard surfaces and little
landscaping.

Precinct 4  

Description of the precinct: 

Precinct 4 is an area of approximately 27 hectares, bounded by Point Lonsdale Primary School to the west,
Bellarine Highway and Swan Bay to the north, Port Phillip Bay to the south and the YMCA Camp Wyuna to
the east. 



The predominant vegetation coverage in the precinct is Coastal Moonah Woodland with a small area of
cleared land in the north-west corner of the precinct on which is constructed a shed used by the Country Fire
Authority (CFA) and the Queenscliffe Skate Park. 

The Promenade is a sealed asphalt pathway that extends from Point Lonsdale to Dog Beach, between the
beach and the base of  the  dunes.  Protection of  the  path and dunes is  in  the  form of  substantive stone
revetment, the base of which is at the northern extent of the sand and the top either level with, or just above,
the asphalt path. Approximately 175 metres west of the end of the pathway the path turns north, towards the
Bellarine Highway. It is from this path that a granitic sand pathway weaves its way through the Coastal
Moonah woodland which secures the dune system between the Bellarine Highway and the beach. Locally,
this path is known as ‘Lovers Walk’ and connects to Shortlands Bluff in Queenscliff. 

A car parking area is located approximately mid-way between the eastern and western extent of the precinct.
The car park abuts an area of land approximately 6,000 square metres in area containing six (6) residential
allotments. 

The northern extent of the precinct is a small area of land which abuts Swan Bay. This land contains an area
of remnant saltmarsh. 

Action 
1. Audit all titles within the precinct with a view to consolidating the number of titles where possible 

2. Ensure the stand of Monterey Cypress trees (Cupressus macrocarpa) are audited for risk, health and the
presence of canker seiridium on an annual basis 

3. Implement the recommendations of the Extreme Weather Case Study Report – Coastal Erosion (Borough
of Queenscliffe) by the Department of Environment Land Water and Planning (11/08/21) 

4. Relocate the Country Fire Authority (CFA) operations to an alternate location 

5. Prepare a master plan for the precinct that includes:

    • An update and refresh of the skate park 
    • A location and design for a bike park 

Community Aspirations 

Respondents to the CMMP Stage 1 consultation saw Precinct 4 as having a more relaxed feel with its natural
appeal as an important feature of the space, while also seeing recreational values for residents and visitors.
An acknowledged feature of the precinct, for residents and visitors alike, is the importance of the area known
as ‘Dog Beach’ which is a dedicated space to exercise dogs. 
The community responded to questions about how Precinct 4 could be made even better with the following
aspirations: 
  Protection of the dunes from further erosion 
  Toilets in the car park 
  Better beach access 
  A dedicated 24/7 dog beach 365 days of the year 

PLCA Comment

Precincts 3 and 4 have the most changes including new coastal proposals by Council and private developers,
all of which will further concentrate coastal activity.

Before adopting the Action items 4 and 5 above for Skate and Bike Parks we would like to see the Plan 
for the upgraded Skate Park and new Bike Park. It seems premature to ask for comment without seeing
Council’s Plans and consider community and stakeholder feedback.



Consider removing the ugly overhead electrical wires in the Narrows, which would immediately improve the
appearance to the Borough (see Hesse Street South and the centre of both townships). In the 1990’s overhead
wires were removed along part of the Narrows where the Avenue of Honour looks over Swan Bay.

Action item 5 should read “Prepare a master plan for the precinct that includes: 

    • “An update and refresh of the skate park and toilet” 
    • “A location and design for a ‘light touch’ bike park”

Given the recent  plantings and storm losses a commitment to maintaining and renewing the Avenue of
Honour in Action 2 would be most welcome.

There  are  no  public  toilets  along  the  beach  between  Santa  Casa  Beach  (one  unisex  toilet  cubicle)  in
Queenscliff and Royal Park in Point Lonsdale (one male and one female cubicle). Consideration should be
given in the plan to a new toilet facility at Logs Car Park in Lonsdale Bay. 

Precinct 5

Queenscliff Sports Club.

1. Review and update the Queenscliffe Tourist Park Master Plan 

2. Complete the construction of the caravan park amenities building 

3. Complete the construction of the sports shed and surrounding landscape requirements in collaboration
with the Queenscliff Sports Club 

4. Complete electrical configuration of the precinct in order to consolidate electrical supply on site 

5. Undertake an assessment of current leasing and licencing of caravan park users to determine compliance
with the Leasing policy for Victorian Crown Land (2018) 

6. Review condition of existing Kiosk located at Shortland’s Bluff and investigate replacement and/or future
configuration of any buildings proposed on site 

7. Prepare a vegetation management plan for the precinct 

PLCA Comment

New action 8 to read - Given the recent storm damage replant and restore Victoria Botanic Park 

New Action 9 - Improve the track and vegetation behind the Sports Oval referred to as Lovers Walk 

With reference to action 1 - Release the latest version of the Tourist  Parks Management Review so the
community can understand what’s being planned by Council’s consultant for their dual use parklands. 

With a new ablution and toilet block to be built in the Recreation Reserve plus new cabins plus additional
storage  shed  plus  a  huge  37  metre  mobile  communications  tower  being  planned  -  this  represents  an
overdevelopment  of  the  site  which  already has  some  11 or  12  buildings  dedicated  to  sports  or  tourist
accommodation.  The primary purpose of the land is for a Public Park and Recreation Zone for all to enjoy.

The Recreation Reserve has few trees and desperately needs a Landscaping Plan to offset the hard industrial
type brick buildings and communications tower, associated on-ground hazardous infrastructure, electrical
and water tank installations. 



Abandon plans for new roads and electronic boom gates in the Recreation Reserve and Victoria Park that
discourage public access and use of these public reserves.

Discourage any further expansion of gaming machines and liquor sales in this precinct.

Precinct 6

1. Explore options for mitigating flooding as nominated in Our Coast – Coastal Inundation Options Report
(2016) 

2. Discuss and finalise the future use of this precinct in collaboration with stakeholders.

 3. Prepare a vegetation management plan for the precinct 

PLCA Comment:

What remains of the former Queenscliff High School site has been the subject of many Council and State
Government plans and by good luck none have eventuated. Today we have an impressive green open space
on the approach to the township, which should be left as undeveloped parkland for all to use.

Action 3 should read “prepare and implement a vegetation management plan for the precinct”

New Action 4 “retain as public open space and in conjunction with State Government re-zone the site to
PCRZ” 

Precinct 7:

1.Develop a stronger working relationship with abutting land managers (VicTrack & the Bellarine Railway)
to coordinate the removal of pest species and revegetation of the rail corridor as necessary 
2. Explore options for mitigating flooding as nominated in Our Coast – Coastal Inundation Options Report
(2016) 
3. Prepare a vegetation management plan for the precinct 

PLCA Comment

Site  is  open  space  used  by  local  residents  and  visitors  alike  and  provides  road  access  to  the
Queenscliff/Point Lonsdale Yacht Club and a public boat ramp for small boats

Action 3 should read “prepare and implement a vegetation management plan for the precinct”

New Action 4 “retain as public open space and re-zone the site to PCRZ” 

New Action 5 “maintain access road and stormwater infrastructure in good working order”

Precinct 8

1.Prepare a conservation management plan for the Shortlands bluff precinct. 

2.Continue to work with the Department of Defence on the maintenance of the interface between coastal
Crown land and Fort Queenscliff – particularly weed removal,  revegetation and drainage along the forts
southern wall/moat 

3.Prepare  a  management  plan  for  the  stand  of  vegetation  located  on  the  southern  boundary  of  Fort
Queenscliff in collaboration with stakeholders 



PLCA Comment

Given the recent listing by Heritage Victoria of an area of Shortland’s Bluff including the former Queenscliff
Lighthouse Reserve there needs to be greater emphasis on restoring the heritage aspects of Shortland’s Bluff
including the Fort Glacis, the intact search light emplacements, the White Lighthouse, Ocean View shipping
viewing area and the commemorative Bull Ring. 

Access to the beach needs to be improved and a resurfacing of the Ocean View Car Park should be also be
undertaken. Removal of the ugly treated pine log barriers would also be welcome as would a reconfiguration
of the waste bins along the front of the car parking viewing area. 

Improvement of the popular kiosk building would also improve the general area. 

Restoration of the 2 remaining military installations should be undertaken.

We understand public unisex toilet access from the Hesse Street South frontage will be part of the new toilet
block planned for inside the Recreation Reserve.

Precinct 9

1.Determine the future of the Weeroona and Princess Park toilets in consultation with relevant stakeholders 

2. Undertake a vegetation assessment and prepare a vegetation management plan for the precinct 

3. Undertake an investigation into the need for infrastructure to support the use of this precinct for events,
having regard to Council’s asset management strategies 

4. Develop a masterplan for the precinct having regard to the above requirements 

PLCA Comment

The availability of toilets in this precinct is generally good, however some are old and need upgrading.

We do not fully understand actions 3 and 4 regarding the need for infrastructure for events in the precinct –
this needs further explanation. It’s important to keep Citizens Park, Princes Park, Lower Princes Park free
from unnecessary clutter as these important parklands are used extensively by visitors to the township for
passive recreation.

Given the recent loss of trees through culling and storm damage (4 in recent times) there is the opportunity to
plant some additional stones pines in Princes Park and Lower Princes Park. Stone Pines are used by Little
Egrets,  Night  Herons  and  many  other  bird  species.  Indeed  the  Wreck  Bell  stone  pine  has  become  an
attraction with many egrets roosting in the upper foliage – this is thought to be one of the few places where
this happens.

It is important to respect the heritage values of this precinct, which has a number of historic buildings and
piers.

Precinct 10

1.Continue to work with Better Boating Victoria on completing the upgrade of the Queenscliff Boat Ramp
and surrounds 

2.Prepare  a  traffic  management  plan  for  the  precinct  having  regard  to  the  need  to  balance  protecting
community  amenity  and  traffic  from  the  Queenscliff-Sorrento  ferry  service  and  high  use  days  at  the
Queenscliff Boat Ramp 



3.Clarify future asset management responsibilities for the maintenance of the Queenscliff Boat Ramp and
surrounds 

4.Improve pedestrian links between the boat ramp car park and Hesse Street by constructing a dedicated
pathway from the car park to the roundabout at the intersection of Hesse/ Wharf and Symonds Street. 

5.Develop a stronger working relationship with abutting land managers (VicTrack & the Bellarine Railway)
to coordinate the removal of pest species and revegetation of the rail corridor as necessary 

6.Explore options for mitigating flooding as nominated in Our Coast – Coastal Inundation Options Report
(2016) 

PLCA Comment

Stage 1 of the BBV Queenscliff Boat Ramp rebuild is essentially completed with Stage 2 works to begin in
2022 including new lanes, launching ramps and pontoons. Once completed the $3 to $4 million asset will be
transferred to the BoQ. To improve and beautify the area PLCA would like to see a commitment from the
BoQ to maintain the new vegetation and improve existing vegetation at the boat ramp and its immediate
surrounds.

We therefore propose a new action 7 – Maintain and improve the existing and newly planted vegetation to
beautify the area for surrounding residents and visitors to the Borough. 

Currently the overspill car/boat trailer traffic from the Boat Ramp are using the green open space area next to
the  elderly  citizens  building  in  North  Hesse  Street.  With  the  abolition  of  boat  ramp fees  usage  of  the
improved Queenscliff boat ramp will only increase. Once the 90 spaces adjacent to the launching ramp are at
capacity on high use days parking for vehicles with boat trailers around the ramp becomes a problem.  Use of
the  green  lawn  area  at  north  end  of  Hesse  Street  for  overspill  parking  is  not  ideal  and  will  become
increasingly unsightly for Queenscliff’s main heritage vista. A longer-term solution for over spill car/boat
trailers will be required for this part of our coastline. 

At a recent CERP meeting in the Town Hall a representative of the Maritime Museum offered their site as a
possible location for an Electric Vehicle Charging Station. Given its location at the eastern end of Wharf
Street near the Ferry Terminal this might be a suitable location for such a facility subject to agreement with
Fishermen’s Flat residents.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft CMMP

David Kenwood – President
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